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1869 to 1911

HIS HIGHNESS ASAF JAH, MUZAFFAR-UL-MULK WAL Mil-
malik, Nizam~ul-Mulk, Nizam~ud-Daula, Nawab Mir Sir Mahbub
All Khan Bahadur, Fateh Jung, was born on the 18th August 1866.
He was a descendant of the first Khalif Abu Bakr and the only son of the
late Nizam Sir Afzal-ud-Daula Bahadur. When his father passed away
(1869) the hero of this sketch was only thirty months old. He was however
installed on the musnad immediately by the then Resident, with Nawab
Sir Salar Jung the Great and Nawab Shams-ul-Umra Bahadur as co-
regents. After the latter's death Nawab Sir Salar Jung became the sole
regent. Sir Salar Jung died in the year 1883 and a provisional council
consisting of five members, with His Highness himself as its president and
Nawab Mir Layakh Ali Khan Bahadur, son of the great Salar Jung as
secretary, was appointed for administrative purposes.

EARLY EDUCATION

From his childhood, the Government of India evinced very keen
interest in his education and they spared no pains or means to provide
him with all the necessary facilities and environment to make him a worthy
and noble ruler. With the concurrence of Sir Salar Jung, Captain John
Clerk, Equerry to his Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, was
appointed tutor to His Highness and scholars well-versed in Arabic, Persian
and Urdu were also engaged. In addition to the cultivation of his mind the
education of his body too was provided for under the guidance of expert
sportsmen and able physical culturists. Thus within a short period of time
he distinguished himself both in learning and on the playground and be-
came an adept in riding, tent-pegging, shooting and cricket and wrote
exquisite poetry.

It must here be pointed out that the personality and noble life of Sir
Salar Jung had a wholesome influence on His Highness' life. When he
was only sixteen years of age, Sir Salar Jung initiated him into the details
of office work and the administration of the State. Brought up under the
traditions of this great statesman, he grew in his later years to be one of the
greatest and noblest of rulers.
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